INSPIRATIONAL SOMERSET SCHOOL TEACHER HONOURED
IN UK CELEBRATION OF TEACHING
Stawley Primary School teacher wins Silver Award
in the Pearson National Teaching Awards 2020
Selected from thousands of nominations, David Stirzaker
is one of just 11 outstanding teachers who have been
honoured with a Silver Award for Teacher of the Year in a
Primary School.
On Wednesday 16 September, David Stirzaker was
honoured with a Silver Award for his outstanding
commitment to changing the lives of the children he
works with every day.
The award winning teacher was presented with the
prestigious Silver Pearson National Teaching Award
trophy at Stawley Primary School where the school and
former Year 6 pupils came together in a socially
distanced celebration of his outstanding achievement.
The ceremony was attended by Catherine Mortimer-Ford,
National Manager at the Pearson Teaching Awards.
“David’s dedication and commitment to the entire school
community is outstanding” said Jacqui Collier,
Headteacher “His ability to support every family and
every child is key to what makes Stawley Primary School
a unique, special place to be. We are very lucky to have him.”
“David was instrumental in helping Stawley Primary School top the Somerset performance tables for
Key Stage 2 in 2018 and 2019, and constantly inspires the pupils with his good-natured competitive
spirit. His extraordinary dedication goes beyond the educational success of his pupils to include
organising and leading residential activity weeks and trips, educational visits and a number of public
performances to ensure they enjoy the broadest possible educational experience and every facet of
life. He is also a keen musician who leads the school choir and music activities and a passionate
proponent of a variety of different sports, leading Stawley School teams to many victories and
trophies”.
David is now in the running for one of 14 Gold Pearson Awards, known as the “Oscars” for teachers
later this year in a programme, which will be broadcast by the BBC. This is a great opportunity to
celebrate the exceptional school staff who have worked wonders during an incredibly challenging time
for educators across the country.
The Pearson National Teaching Awards is an annual celebration of exceptional teachers, founded in
1998 by Lord Puttnam to recognise the life-changing impact an inspirational teacher can have on the
lives of the young people they work with. This year marks its 22nd year of celebrating, award-winning
teachers, teaching assistants, headteachers and lecturers across England, Wales, and Northern
Ireland.
Michael Morpurgo, celebrated author and former Children’s Laureate, and President of the
Teaching Awards Trust, said:
“Over the past year, we have, all of us, come to appreciate and respect the value of teachers. They
have so often been taken for granted. Not anymore. Parents know now what it takes to teach and

teach well, and how much commitment, dedication and enthusiasm and knowledge and
understanding, yes – and patience.
“Children know it too, if they didn’t before. So many missed their teachers as well as their friends. We
all honour them today. Let’s now praise them, wish them well and above all, thank them.”
Rod Bristow, President of Pearson UK, said:
“Congratulations to all of our Silver Award winners for their commitment, dedication and passion for
their work. Despite the incredible challenges they have faced over the past few months, school staff
have risen to the occasion time and again.
“It is so important to recognise and celebrate teachers, teaching assistants and lecturers for the
impact they have on our young people every year, and that is why Pearson is delighted to support
these Awards.”
Victoria Short, Managing Director, Randstad Education, said:
“Congratulations to David Stirzaker for this achievement, which is a well deserved recognition of his
fantastic work in ensuring children get the best start to their education possible. They truly are a credit
to their school and their profession, and I hope they are very proud of their success today. At
Randstad, we are so pleased to support these Awards and to thank the incredible teachers who have
given so much to support their pupils, particularly in these most challenging of times - with lessons
moving online and teachers needing to adapt to keep our pupils learning, all award nominees and
winners are all the more deserving of the recognition.”
Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said:
“My warmest congratulations go to all this year’s silver award winners. They should be proud to
receive this recognition of their commitment to the profession, and the outstanding education and
guidance they provide for their students.
“Teachers and school staff up and down the country consistently go above and beyond for their
students, and this is especially true over the past few months. It is down to their hard work that
schools have been able to open their gates to all pupils again for the start of the new term, and I
cannot say thank you enough for everything they have done.”
The Pearson National Teaching Awards are open to every school in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland. The awards were established by Lord Puttnam CBE in 1998 and are managed by the
Teaching Awards Trust, an independent charity. The vision of the charity is to recognise and
celebrate excellence in education. It does this through its public-facing ‘Thank A Teacher’ campaign,
and through the Pearson National Teaching Awards www.teachingawards.com.
Pearson are the world’s learning company with more than 24,000 employees operating in 70
countries. We combine world-class educational content and assessment, powered by services and
technology, to enable more effective teaching and personalized learning at scale. We believe that
wherever learning flourishes so do people.
Michael Morpurgo is one of Britain’s best-loved writers for children. With a writing career that spans 4
decades, he has written over 100 books, selling more than 5 million copies in the UK and over 35
million worldwide. A former Children’s Laureate, Michael has won countless prizes, including the
Smarties prize, the Blue Peter Book Award and the Whitbread Award, and was awarded an OBE for
Services to Literature. Michael was also awarded an MBE in 1999, along with his wife Clare, in
recognition of their work in founding Farms For City Children, a charity that has enabled 100,000
children to visit the charity’s 3 farms over the last 40 years.
At Randstad Education, as the world's leading global recruiter we work hard to provide high quality
teaching, leadership, support, and non-teaching staff to primary, secondary and SEN schools, multiacademy trusts and federations. Our goal is to help unlock a world of exciting career opportunities for

our candidates whilst ensuring our clients have top class support both inside and outside of the
classroom. We are proud of the work teachers and support staff do each day, and by supporting the
Awards, we are pleased to get a chance to give a more formal thank you to these teachers. We are
not just a recruiter, but a career guide and a recruitment partner. To find out more, search randstad
jobs.
The Department for Education is responsible for children’s services and education, including early
years, schools, higher and further education policy, apprenticeships and wider skills in England.
Our vision is to provide world-class education, training and care for everyone, whatever their
background. This will make sure that everyone has the chance to reach their potential and that the
country has the skills it needs for the future.
In 2020-21, the Department for Education is supporting the Teaching Awards and sponsoring two
categories - the Lifetime Achievement Award and the Outstanding New Teacher of the Year Award.
The Department recognises and celebrates the vital work of teachers from those in the early days of
their career to long-standing teachers who have served our schools for many years.
The 2020 Pearson National Teaching Award Categories are:
The Award for Excellence in Special Needs Education

The Award for FE Lecturer of the Year

The Award for FE Team of the Year

The Award for Headteacher of the Year
in a Primary School

The Award for Headteacher of the Year in a
Secondary School

The Award for Digital Innovator of the
Year

The Award for Making a Difference - Secondary School of The Award for Teacher of the Year in a
the Year, supported by Future First
Secondary School

The Award for Making a Difference - Primary School of the The Award for Teacher of the Year in a
Year, supported by Future First
Primary School, supported by Randstad

The Award for Lifetime Achievement supported
by DfE

The Award for Teaching Assistant of the
Year

The Award for Outstanding New Teacher of
the Year supported by DfE

The Award for Impact through
Partnership

